
Johnson Count y DogPAC Meet i ng 
Febr uar y 13,  2003 
  
Gr eet i ngs.  
  
I  am sor r y f or  t he del ay i n post i ng a r epor t  about  l ast  Thur sday' s DogPAC 
meet i ng.   I  was out  of  t own f or  sever al  days.  
  
1.   Ther e have been di scussi ons about  t he name of  our  gr oup.   You may r ecal l ,  we 
set t l ed on I owa Ci t y DogPAC.   ( Act ual l y ,  I  t hi nk we set t l ed i ni t i al l y  on DogPAC,  
but  l ear ned t hat  a gr oup i n Cal i f or ni a al r eady has t hat  name. )   Dur i ng par k 
desi gn and i ncor por at i on di scussi ons,  peopl e have suggest ed t he name woul d mor e 
pr oper l y be Johnson Count y DogPAC.   I t  i s  mor e accur at e and i ncl usi ve,  f or  
st ar t er s.   I f  you have an opi ni on on t hi s t opi c,  pl ease speak up.  
  
2.   Par k desi gn.   A commi t t ee  ( Bet h Fi sher ,  Bet h Shi el ds,  Bar b Mer edi t h,  Mi sha 
Goodman and Anne Bur nsi de)  has been wor ki ng t o cr eat e a par k desi gn and Bet h 
Fi sher  pr esent ed t he dr af t  pr oposal  t o t he gr oup.   The desi gn i s  or  wi l l  soon be 
post ed on t he websi t e.   www. DogPAC. or g.   Br i ef l y :   t he par k i ncl udes separ at e 
ar eas f or  smal l  dogs,  f or  t r ai ni ng,  and a l ar ge ar ea f or  r unni ng ar ound.   Ther e 
i s  a par k i ng ar ea.   Ther e i s  a pl an f or  an accessi bl e pat h.   Ther e i s  an ar ea 
wher e dogs can pl ay i n t he cr eek.   Thi s i s  separ at e f r om t he gener al  par k ar ea,  
f or  f ol ks who don' t  f eel  l i ke bat hi ng t hei r  dog( s)  af t er  ever y v i s i t  t o t he 
par k.   Bet h sket ched out  access poi nt s and gat es and f ences.   Two member s of  
Cedar  Rapi ds '  K9COLA came t o t he meet i ng t o t al k about  t hei r  par k devel opment  
hi st or y and exper i ences,  and t o comment  on our s.   
  
Some of  t he comment s at  t he meet i ng about  t he dr af t  desi gn i ncl uded:   t he 
accessi bl e pat h shoul d have l oops t o encour age wal k i ng out  and ar ound and back.   
Ther e shoul d be a dog- washi ng ar ea.   The ent r ance ar ea shoul d be l ar ger .   Kar en 
Fashi mpaur  f r om K9COLA sai d she f el t  Cedar  Rapi ds act ual l y  opened t hei r  par k t oo 
soon.   As soon as i t  opened,  i nt er est  and ener gy i n f undr ai s i ng,  et c.  dr opped 
of f .   Af t er  al l ,  t he par k was " done" .   She woul d have pr ef er r ed t o keep t he 
pl anni ng/ f undr ai s i ng st age goi ng l onger .  
  
Pl ease v i s i t  t he websi t e and l ook at  t he pr oposed desi gn.   Send your  
comment s/ quest i ons back t o t he commi t t ee v i a emai l  or  i n per son at  t he next  
meet i ng.  
  
2.   ar t i c l es of  i ncor por at i on and byl aws.    The f i r s t  s t ep t o becomi ng a t ax 
exempt  ( i . e.  non- pr of i t )  cor por at i on i s  f or  t he gr oup t o adopt  ar t i c l es of  
i ncor por at i on and byl aws.   A dr af t  of  pr oposed document s i s  post ed on t he 
websi t e.   We di scussed t he t opi c at  t he meet i ng,  but  t he gr oup want ed mor e t i me 
t o l ook at  t he l anguage,  and some di r ect i on about  whi ch par agr aphs ar e act ual l y  
open t o di scussi on.   We wi l l  post  a new copy of  t he dr af t s,  wi t h s i gni f i cant  
l anguage hi ghl i ght ed.   Pl ease t ake a l ook at  t hi s most  r ecent  post i ng.   We 
agr eed at  t he meet i ng t hat  peopl e coul d and shoul d vot e whet her  t o adopt  t he 
document s.   You can vot e by emai l ,  or  you can vot e i n per son at  a speci al  
meet i ng f or  t hat  pur pose.   The meet i ng wi l l  be Monday,  Febr uar y 25t h at  7: 00 
p. m. ,  I CPL,  meet i ng r oom A.   
  
We must  name an i ni t i al  boar d of  di r ect or s of  t he cor por at i on.   The pr oposed 
s l at e so f ar  i s  Davi d Br i ght ,  Anne Bur nsi de,  Bet h Fi sher ,  Mi sha Goodman,  Bar b 
Mer edi t h,  and Bet h Shi el ds.   Ther e i s  r oom f or  one mor e per son on a 7- per son 
boar d.   I f  you woul d l i ke t o have t he seat ,  or  want  t o nomi nat e someone,  pl ease 
do.   Not e t hat  t hi s i s  an " i ni t i al  boar d" ,  meani ng t hese member s wi l l  s i t  f or  
onl y a 1- year  t er m.   



  
3.   ot her  dat es of  i nt er est .   
        *  Dot t i e Ray has i nvi t ed DogPAC t o be her  guest  on Thur sday,  Febr uar y 
20t h at  11: 30 a. m.   Mi sha Goodman and Anne Bur nsi de wi l l  at t end.   
  
        *   Renee Pai ne wi l l  host  a DogPAC cal l - i n show on PATV.   Thi s pr ogr am 
wi l l  ai r  Monday,  Mar ch 10t h at  7: 30 p. m.  on PATV.   Tune i n and cal l  i n.  
  
4.   al so on t he websi t e.   I n case you haven' t  l ooked at  t he websi t e,  t he l ogo 
has been or  i s  bei ng post ed.   Check i t  out .  
  
5.   member shi p.   The f i nal  t opi c of  di scussi on at  t he Thur sday meet i ng was 
member shi p.   Some suggest i ons on t he t opi c have been post ed on t he websi t e.   The 
pr oposed i ncor por at i on document s speci f i cal l y   per mi t  DogPAC t o have one or  mor e 
c l asses of  member shi p.   The di scussi on cent er ed ar ound what  may be cal l ed l evel s 
of  member shi p.   For  exampl e,  ar e you a DogPAC member  i s  you onl y at t end 
meet i ngs?  I f  you onl y t ake your  dog t o t he par k?  Shoul d t her e be speci al  
r equi r ement s f or  dogs t o v i s i t  t he par k,  such as pr oof  of  vacci nat i on ( and i f  
so,  whi ch vacci nes?) ;  payment  of  f ees ( and i f  so,  t o whom?) .   And so f or t h.   
Pl ease st ar t  or  cont i nue gi v i ng t hese quest i ons some t hought .   
  
6.   next  meet i ng.   The Mar ch meet i ng of  DogPAC wi l l  be Thur sday,  Mar ch 13t h at  
7: 30 p. m.  at  Mer cer  Par k.   We ar e back at  Mer cer  f or  Mar ch because const r uct i on 
at  t he I CPL l i mi t s avai l abi l i t y  of  t hat  s i t e.   
  
Many t hanks t o al l  of  you who ar e gi v i ng your  t i me and ener gy i n suppor t  of  
cr eat i ng t hi s par k.   As al ways,  al l  er r or s of  omi ssi on and commi ssi on i n t hi s 
r epor t  ar e ent i r el y my f aul t .   
 


